
as they will set new goals 
for the next 15 years. The 
ambition is to eliminate pov-
erty completely, and while 
this will be a huge project, 
it is not unrealistic, accord-
ing to widely recognised 
prognoses from the World 
Bank.

The goals from 2000 
focused specifi cally on the 
developing countries, but 
the upcoming targets for 
2030 will involve the entire 
world. Therefore, the EU 
has announced 2015 as 
European Year for Develop-
ment. “2015 is an opportu-
nity to share stories about 
all the difference made on 
the ground in the world’s 
poorest countries. But it 
has got to be more than 
past achievements and 
words. 2015 must be a year 
of action for development,” 
says Linda McAvan, Chair 
of the International Devel-
opment Committee of the 
European Parliament.

In the year 2000, the big-
gest gathering of world 
leaders ever came together 
in the United Nations. Their 
mission was to write the 
foundation of eight targets 
for development, giving 
governments something to 
aim for in order to make the 

www.worldsbestnews.dk

world a better place before 
2015.

Now, with less than a 
year left until we wrap up 
the Millennium Develop-
ment Goals, the results 
speak for themselves: Half 
of the world’s poor have 
escaped extreme poverty 
since 1990, 2.3 billion peo-
ple have gained access to 
safe drinking water, AIDS 
and malaria have been 

curbed, and 90 percent of 
children in developing coun-
tries now start school. 

But we still face massive 
challenges. Three of the 
goals will not meet their 
full targets, and if global 
warming is not managed, 
the consequences will be 
enormous.

This is why the meeting 
of world leaders in Sep-
tember can make history, 

Editorial

Fifteen years ago, the 
world decided to halve 
poverty by 2015, and we 
achieved it. As we now 
plan for the next 15 years, 
we should be even more 
ambitious: Economic 
growth must go hand in 
hand with protecting the 
environment, peace and 
human rights. The EU is 
the world’s biggest aid 
donor, improving the lives 
of millions in the world’s 
poorest countries. This 
development also benefi ts 
EU citizens. A number 
of issues such as illegal 
migration, climate change 
and terrorism can be best 
tackled at the root with 
international aid. Let’s 
use 2015, the European 
Year for Development, to 
make a real difference. The 
future is in our hands.
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2015: THE WORLD’S 
MOST IMPORTANT YEAR
We have now entered the year where world leaders are set for 
a momentous decision: To eliminate poverty for good. The EU is 
therefore inviting all to put development in the world’s spotlight.

OPPORTUNITIES

By Karoline Rahbek, World’s Best News

”� e meeting of 
world leaders in 
September can 
make history

Let’s be ambitious 
about the future

By Neven Mimica, Commissioner 
for International Cooperation and 
Development, and Edgars Rinkēvičs, 
Minister of Foreign A� airs, Latvia

Facts you may not know about EU development
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6.600.000
lives saved by AIDS-

medication since 1995

57 %
 

of ministers in the 
Nicaraguan government 

are now women

3
 

countries are home to 
more than half of the 

world’s extremely poor 

Domestic violence is now 
being prevented in Guate-
mala, thanks to intensive 
social work and legal aid 
from an EU project. The 
initiative has provided psy-
chosocial and legal support 
to survivors of domestic 
violence, and trained 600 
Mayan women in violence 
prevention. This has helped 
to prevent attacks against 
women in 17 municipali-
ties. Since 2000, more than 
7000 women have been 
killed in Guatemala, and 
more than one in four 
women of reproductive age 
are thought to be victims of 
domestic violence.

Mayan women 
turn down 
violence 

Source: UN Millennium Development Goals 
Report, 2014

This is a special edition 
of World’s Best News for 
the Europe Day. World’s 
Best News is a campaign 
and media that publishes 
news about progress in 
the develop ing countries. 
We are a collaboration 
between the UN, 
DANIDA, 100 Danish 
NGO’s and 100 compa-
nies. In 2015 we partner 
with the Euro pean Year for 
Development to spread 
World’s Best News. 
Find more good news at 

worldsbestnews.dk

What is World’s 
Best News?

Photo: European Year for Development

There has been major progress in the world, since the Millennium Development Goals 
were launched back in 2000. Today, equal numbers of girls and boys start school.
Photo: © Amanda Koster/Corbis

WE LIVE 
BETTER
AND LONGER

Source: Human Development Index, UNDP

1980 2013

Standard of living

People of the world have 
made major progress since 
1980. The UN Human De-
velopment Index measures 
progress on a scale from 0,0 
to 1,0. To reach the highest 
score, a nation’s citizens 
must on average live at least 

85 years, enjoy an annual sal-
ary of $75,000 or more, and 
have 15 years of education. 
Norway is currently leading 
with a score of 0,944.

An interactive map is avail-
able at 
hdr.undp.org/en/data/map

The EU and its Member States 
are the world's largest aid donor. 
They spent €58.2 billion in 2014 
on helping countries across the 

world to fight poverty.

EU development 
aid goes to around 

150 countries in the 
world, ranging from 

Afghanistan to 
Zimbabwe.

Developing countries 
have a strong say in how

 EU aid is spent, what will be 
done and where, following 

their own priorities.

Lifting people out 
of poverty across the 
world with the help of 

European aid costs each 
European no more than 

8 cents per day.

A huge majority of 
Europeans (85%) 
believe that it is 

important to help 
people in developing 

countries.

www.worldsbestnews.dk
www.europa.eu/eyd2015
#EYD2015

Illustration: Mikkel Henssel
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News in brief

News in brief

Ebola 
survivor 
fi ghts back 

It’s offi cial: You now 
have the opportunity to 
help decide the future of 
the world. The United Na-
tions are about to set new 
goals for global develop-
ment in the next 15 years 
until 2030, and they want 
to know what you and the 
rest of humanity prefer 
that they focus on.

Since it would take at 

least 66,546 years to 
consult all seven billion 
people individually, the UN 
has decided to set up the 
largest ever online survey 
instead. Every world 
citizen is invited to vote at 
www.myworld2015.org 
about what kind of world 
we would like to call home 
in 2030.

Do you want a world 
without poverty, with 
good education for all, and 
support for people who 
are not able to work?

Or would you prefer 

to live on a green and 
sustainable planet, with 
better healthcare and pro-
tection against crime and 
violence?

It’s quick and easy to 
cast your vote, but maybe 
hard to choose, as you can 
only select six topics from 
a total of 16 for your vision 
of the future.

The United Nations will 
use the results of the vote 
as a guideline when world 
leaders convene in Sep-
tember to set new targets 
for the international pro-

gress that began in 2000 
with the eight Millennium 
Development Goals.

If you participate, the 
website can make a lit-
tle video clip about your 
choices, ready to share if 
you would also like to tell 
your friends what you told 
the United Nations. Close 
to seven million people 
have already voted.

www.myworld2015.org

If you could step up and speak directly to the United Nations for fi ve 
minutes, what problems would you ask the world’s leaders to solve?

UN: WHAT KIND OF 
WORLD DO YOU WANT?

MY WORLD

By � omas Gringer Jakobsen,
World’s Best News

The Pacifi c Island nations 
hold the world record for 
having the least women in 
parliaments, but there is 
now political change under-
way in these tiny countries. 
To inspire more women 
to enter politics, the EU is 
backing a local organisation 
that offers leadership and 
media training for women. 

As part of this project, a ra-
dio drama series was made 
and broadcast in the local 
language. The story centers 
on a wife who wants to 
stand in the national elec-
tions, despite objections 
from her husband. Clear 
changes are taking place: 
Fiji has already elected 
more women, while Samoa 
and Vanatu will increase 
women in parliament 
by 2016.

Blind children can learn to 
read and write using the 
braille system, but without 
enough food, studying 
becomes impossible for 
any child. That’s why life 
changed completely in a 
school for visually impaired 
children in Gambia, when 
the World Food Programme 

started delivering basic 
foods every day. Financed 
in part by the EU, the daily 
meals have allowed many 
more poor children to go 
to school. The pupils are 
also learning much more: 
The school achieved 
Gambia’s second best 
average grades in 2014.                  
A total of 285 schools 
benefi t from the food pro-
gramme, reaching 50,
170 children.

Most children in the world 
now start school, but 
those in confl ict zones 
risk losing their chance. 
The EU Children of Peace 
initiative gives displaced 
children access to schools 
where they can learn in a 
safe environment, as well 
as psychological support 
to heal their traumatic war 
experiences and regain at 
least some sense of nor-
mality. The project is active 
in 19 countries.

Teaching 
children 
of war 

“When they told me I was 
cured, I cried,” recalls Sâa 
Yawo Koumassadouno, 
visibly moved. The 26 year 
Guinean was hit by Ebola 
in October 2014 and spent 
13 days in a treatment 
centre fi nanced by the EU, 
before recovering. He now 
dedicates himself to help 
save other victims of the 
disease, by raising aware-
ness about Ebola in public 
places and on the radio. 
“It would be selfi sh to stay 
at home and do nothing”, 
says the young father of a 
seven-year-old child.

Fifteen years ago, the na-
tions of the world decided 
to begin solving many of 
the biggest global challeng-
es. The aim was to make 
tangible progress in eight 

focus areas before the end 
of 2015. Now, at the start 
of the fi nal year, we begin 
to tally the score, as the 
eight runners dash for the 
fi nish line.

State of progress

Final sprint:
Eight goals to 
change the world

This graphic shows how far we’ve come to achieving 
some of the goals. Try out the interactive version at:

www.worldsbestnews.dk/mdg-race

Basic education for
every child

Halfway there. Nine out 
of ten children now start 
primary school, halving 
the proportion of kids who 
don’t get the chance of 
education. Many of the 
remaining children live in 
areas of confl ict.

2Halve poverty and hunger

We made this happen in 
2010, when the world’s 
proportion of extremely 
poor came down from 36 
to 18 percent since 1990. 
Malnourishment has almost 
been halved too.

1

Equal rights and opportu-
nities for women and girls

Equal numbers of boys 
and girls now start school. 
In 1990, only 69 girls en-
rolled for every 100 boys. 
The proportion of women 
in parliaments has gone 
up from 14 to 22 percent 
since 2000.

3

Reduce child mortality by 
two thirds

Not there yet. Still, child 
mortality has been almost 
halved since 1990, which 
amounts to saving six million 
children in 2012 alone, and 
progress is accelerating.

4

Prevent at least 3 out
of 4 maternal deaths

More needs to be done. 
37 percent more pregnant 
women now get at least 
four visits from a midwife, 
and we are down to 21 
deaths for every 10.000 
pregnancies. In 1990 the 
number was 38.

5

Ensure green and
sustainable development

This target is considered 
met, as 2.3 bn people 
gained access to clean 
drinking water, more nature 
is protected, and ozone 
depletion was stopped. But 
many challenges remain, 
such as the climate. 

7

Global partnership for 
development

80 percent of imports 
from developing countries 
now enter developed 
countries duty-free, help-
ing the poorer countries 
get rid of their debt. The 
target does not have a 
clear deadline.

8

Fight HIV, malaria and 
other diseases 

Numbers of new HIV infec-
tions in developing coun-
tries have dropped by 40 
pct. since 2001, tuberculo-
sis is declining, and malaria 
deaths are down 47 percent 
between 2000 and 2013.
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Island women 
create drama 

Food helps 
blind kids learn 
to read 

A good education is the highest priority, if you ask the more than seven 
million people who already have participated in UN’s global survey.
Photo: Mikkel Østergaard, Danida

Source: UN Millennium Development Goals Report 2014
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