
• Africa, Caribbean & Pacific (ACP) : The ACP-EU Microfinance 

Programme supported microfinance institutions in remote areas in 12 Sub 

Saharan African countries and Haiti. As a result, 120,000 new clients in 

rural areas benefited from better access to financial services.

• Paraguay : An EU-funded Economic Integration Programme supported 

the creation of a 'Single Window for Exports', which reduced the total 

time for administrative procedures needed to export meat from 40 days 

to 50 minutes and boosted the number of exporting enterprises by 500% 

since 2004. 

• Tanzania : The Trade and Agriculture Support Programme supported 

the tea and coffee industries to improve quality standards to facilitate

exports and to increase productivity, which grew by 50%. As a result, 

access to international markets increased and the net income of 

smallholder farmers grew by at least 20%.

• Asia : The SWITCH-Asia Programme promotes economic development 

and helps reduce poverty in Asia through promoting sustainable products, 

business practices and consumption patterns: The programme has 

provided 86 grants in 16 countries that have, for example, made 

industries more energy efficient and sustainable, reduced the negative 

impact of mass tourism and increased 'eco-entrepreneurship'.

• Eastern Partnership Countries : The Enterprise Growth Programme 

and Business Advisory Services (EGP-BAS) provides services to small 

medium enterprises (SMEs) from the EU's neighbouring countries (Eastern 

Partnership countries), helping them to develop and improve their 

businesses. To date, more than 600 SMEs have benefited and 90% have 

increased their turnover by an average of 43%, after just one year.

Examples of EU's cooperation in action:

Entrepreneurs in 123 economies across 

the world saw improvements in their 

local regulatory framework last 

year, making it easier for them to 

do business. The largest number of 

reforms came from sub-Saharan Africa.

Entrepreneurs in 123 economies across 

the world saw improvements in their 

local regulatory framework last 

year, making it easier for them to 

do business. The largest number of 

reforms came from sub-Saharan Africa.
(World Bank)

Promote sustained, inclusive 

and sustainable economic 

growth, full and productive 

employment and decent work 

for all.

Build resilient infrastructure, 

promote inclusive and 

sustainable industrialisation 

and foster innovation.

Two of the proposed UN Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDGs) relate to Sustainable Green Growth, Decent Jobs 

& Businesses:

SDG 8: SDG 9: 

Between 2000 and 2013, sub-Saharan African countries 
experienced an increase of 75% in GDP. 

This saw a corresponding rise in standards of living (IMF)

...are the best WAY OUT OF POVERTY

...help to enable HUMAN DEVELOPMENT

...Should benefit all sections of SOCIETY EQUALLY

Sustainable Green Growth, Decent Jobs & Businesses:

(2013, ILO)

The number of
unemployed worldwide is

202 million 

6 % 
unemployment rate

74.5 million 

15 to 24 year 
olds are unemployed

13.1 % 
Youth unemployment 

rate

Despite low unemployment  and high labour participation 

rates, large sections of the population in the poorest 

countries remain engaged in vulnerable employment and 

many people are in working poverty (ILO)

and 24% 

of workers in South Asia 

(2013, ILO; UNDP HDR)

This includes 40% of workers in 

Sub-Saharan Africa 

839 million workers live with 

their families on less than

US$2 a day while 375 

million workers live with 

their families on less than

More than 2.5 billion adults

- about half of the world’s

adult population - do not 

have a bank account. 

(World Bank)

An estimated 60-80% of 

enterprises in developing 

economies are informal 

firms. They represent a 

huge potential for growth 

and job creation. 
(World Bank)

The private sector provides 

some 90% of jobs in 

developing countries.

...so encouraging sustainable growth

in agriculture and rural economies is the most 

effective way to lift people out of poverty.

70%
of the world’s extreme

poor still live in rural areas...

(World Bank)

...in developing countries. It is estimated that 865 

million women worldwide have the potential to 

contribute more fully to their national economies; 

94% live in emerging and developing nations (ILO)

Women are vastly

under-represented in business

 

By 2030, the developing 

world will need an 

additional USD $1-1.5 

trillion dollars every 

year to be invested 

in infrastructure:

Roads Bridges Railways Airports Energy
Plants

Desalination
Facilities

(World Bank)

1.5 trillion 
a year for 

infrastructure

by 2030

Join the EYD2015 campaign online! Visit the official EYD2015 website 
and follow us on Facebook and Twitter. 
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