
The EU is engaged in situations of conflict and fragility through 

electoral observation missions and Common Security and Defence 

Policy (CSDP) missions. There were 16 civilian and military CSDP 

missions in July 2014, representing over 7000 personnel. 

African Peace Facility: 
Since 2004 the EU has enabled a number 

of African-led peace operations to take 

place, in countries like Somalia, the Central 

African Republic (CAR), Sudan, the 

Comoros and Mali.

Ukraine: Since the beginning of the crisis

in Ukraine 1.2 million people were forced

from their homes. The EU is funding

support centres for those people affected

by the crisis so they can find shelter,

warm clothes, and medical, legal and

psychological aid.

Myanmar: The EU is working to bring an end to the long 

running civil war in Myanmar. The Myanmar Peace Centre was 

established two years ago with EU support, helping to bring 

about peace talks between the government and 16 ethnic 

armed groups. On 31 March 2015 the government and the armed

groups agreed on a nationwide ceasefire agreement for Myanmar.

Examples of EU's cooperation in action:

The EU works with over

50 
countries affected by conflict 
and fragility.

EU Development Funding 2014-2020

EU  Funding to
Fragile States

EU  Funding to 
Non-fragile States

Currently, more than 55% of EU development funding
is spent in fragile and conflict-affected states.

The amount of EU aid to fragile states will increase under
the EU's development programmes

from 2014-2020.

The EU each year helps over

    120
million victims of conflict and 
disasters worldwide.

The importance of addressing 

conflict and instability in the 

post 2015 agenda has been 

recognised with the proposal 

of a specific Sustainable 

Development Goal (SDG)

SDG 16: Promote peaceful 

and inclusive societies for 

sustainable development, 

provide access to justice for

all and build effective, 

accountable and inclusive 

institutions at all levels

Transitioning out of fragility
may take a state 20-40

years and conflict can reverse
a country’s development

progress by more than
20 years.

Fragile states have lagged 
behind other developing 
countries in making progress 
towards reaching the MDGs

Only one in every three
fragile states is

expected to reach
the goal of halving
poverty by 2015.  

Source: Organisation for Economic 
Co-operation and Development (OECD)

Source: Adapted from Kharas and Rogerson (2012), as cited in DAC INCAF (2012)

Poverty and fragility
Millions of people living on less than USD 2 a day.
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“ Without peace and security, development and poverty
eradication are not possible, and without development 

and poverty eradication no sustainable peace will occur. "
 - European Consensus on Development, 2005

...are essential for sustainable development

...are a matter of mutual interest for both
developed and developing countries alike 

...result from upholding human rights, meeting 
the basic needs of citizens, tackling injustice, 
inequality, ethnic tensions or extremism

PEACE AND SECURITY:

PEACE AND
SECURITY
MAY

Join the EYD2015 campaign online! Visit the official EYD2015 website 
and follow us on Facebook and Twitter. 

our world our futureour dignity # EYD 2015

@EYD2015, #EYD2015
europa.eu/eyd2015

facebook.com/EuropeanYearForDevelopment2015

There are over 51 million 

people in dire need of 

protection and assistance 

as a consequence of forced 

displacement.

Approximately 1.5 billion 

people live in fragile and 

conflict-affected countries.


