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The EU is working to have gender equality both as a 
stand-alone goal and as a key element for the 

achievement of all the other goals. 

...the world aims to achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls, 
ending all forms of discrimination against all women and girls everywhere 

(Goal 5 of the proposed SDGs).

Between 1990 and 2013, 
maternal mortality 

worldwide dropped 
by almost 50%
(Source: WHO)

Enrolment in primary 
education rose from 

80% to 90%, equivalent
to almost 7 million new 
female pupils,between 

1990 and 2011.

Since 2004, thanks to European Union support:

300,000 new female 
students enrolled in 

secondary education 

12,994 female students 
enrolled in Erasmus 
Mundus and other 

student mobility
schemes

736 Civil Society 
organisations working 

on gender equality 
supported

Europeans believe the most effective ways to increase
the number of women in the labour market are: 

42 %

Equal pay for 
women and men

36 %

Making childcare 
more accessible.

33 %

work arrangements

32 %

Better
work/life balance

(Source: Special Eurobarometer on Development 2015)

Ensure that essential public services

women, men, girls & boys equitably;2
1 Include gender equality in planning, 

budgeting, and policy; 

3 Promote women's and girls' 
economic rights and opportunities; 

4 Address the gender dimensions of
HIV and AIDS. 

Political

The global average for women 
MPs is at its highest ever level 
of above 22%, though this
is still way below 
expectations

Economic

865 million women worldwide have
the potential to contribute more
fully to their national economies;

94% live in emerging and
developing nations.

(Source: ILO)

Health

Every day, approximately 
800 women die from preventable 
causes related to pregnancy and 
childbirth. 99% of all maternal 
deaths occur in developing countries.
(Source: WHO)

Education

31 million girls of primary
school age  and 34 million girls

of lower secondary school age were
not enrolled in school in 2011

(Source: UNICEF)

By 2030

The EU through its international development 
cooperation works collaboratively to:

Gender equality is a fundamental human right and 
is essential for sustainable development and poverty 
reduction. 

Gender equality means 

Participation

Equal visibility

Empowerment

Responsibility

for both women 
 and men in all spheres 
  of public and private life.

"MDG 3 -Promote gender equality 
and empower women"
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