
FEBRUARY, THE MONTH OF EDUCATION 

Education is more than reading, writing, and arithmetic. 
It is one of the most effective ways of reducing poverty 
and inequality and improving people’s lives. It boosts 
economic growth, promotes gender equality and hu-
man rights and contributes to build peaceful societies.

According to the results of the latest Eurobarometer sur-
vey, 34% of EU citizens consider education one of the 
most pressing challenges for the future of developing 
countries. The right to education is among the most wide-
ly recognised international rights, and is of paramount 
importance in national and international development 
agendas and in public policies and global partnerships. 

While great strides have been made in education with the 
number of children with no schooling being reduced by 
almost a half in the past decade, efforts are still needed to 
ensure that all children in developing countries are able to 
go to school and receive education of good quality. Many 
countries are off track to meet the Millennium Develop-
ment Goal targets which reach their conclusion this year. 

There are still 58 million children around the world who 
do not have access to primary education, leaving us 
many millions away from our goal of universal primary 
education. At the current rate, poor rural African girls 
will get access to primary education only in 2086.
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our dignity
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European Year for Development in 2015 

2015 is a landmark year for international aid and development 
cooperation as the Millennium Development Goals come 
to their conclusion. Based on these, the world will come to-
gether to agree on a new course of action and post-2015 de-
velopment agenda. Each month, the EYD2015 will focus on a  
different theme involved in development around the world, to 
raise awareness of the benefits of the EU’s development coop-
eration in that field, and encourage direct involvement, critical 
thinking and active interest of EU citizens. 

FACTS & FIGURES

Since 2004, thanks to European Union support:

•  14 million pupils have been enrolled in primary education
•  1.2 million primary school teachers have been trained
•  37,000 schools were built/rehabilitated
•  More than 300,000 new female students have been 

enrolled in secondary education

DID YOU KNOW THAT?

• If all students in low income countries left school with 
basic reading skills, around 171 million people could be 
lifted out of poverty and global poverty would decline 
by 12 percent. 

• If all women were to complete primary education, 
there would be 66 percent fewer maternal deaths,  
saving more than 189,000 lives each year.

2015 European Year for Development



SPREAD
THE 
WORD! 

Join the EYD2015 campaign online! 

Join the EYD2015 campaign online! Stay up to date with 
information and news on the offi  cial campaign website, 
join the conversation on Twitter (#EYD2015) and have 
your say on Facebook.

Infographics, online banners, campaign trailers and 
more materials can be downloaded from the EYD2015 
website. You can also join the group “European Year 
for Development 2015” on capacity4dev.eu to join the 
debate and get the latest news.

To get more involved, you can join us at events across 
the EU, and spread the impact of the campaign by 
co-branding with the EYD2015.

europa.eu/eyd2015

facebook.com/EuropeanYearForDevelopment2015

@EYD2015, #EYD2015

European Union and Education

The EU and its Member States have collectively played a criti-
cal role in achieving progress towards the Millennium Devel-
opment Goals (MDGs), the Education for All (EFA) goals and in 
shaping the post-2015 Agenda – the Sustainable Development 
Goals. If the future post 2015 education goals are to be met, all 
actors have to demonstrate stronger political leadership and 
work together for aid eff ectiveness. 

The EU will continue to be at the forefront of eff orts to eradi-
cate poverty, and enhancing education will remain high on the 
international development Agenda. The EU will continue to 
focus on improving access to, and quality and equity of edu-
cation, paying special attention to countries aff ected by con-
fl ict or fragile situations, in the framework of a comprehensive 
approach including education fi nancing, teacher training and 
management, vocational training and higher education in ad-
dition to school education.

EYD2015 and education

Visit the offi  cial EYD2015 website https://europa.eu/eyd2015/ 
and fi nd out more about events, initiatives and activities or-
ganized by EYD partners! 

THEMATIC MONTHS

Each month during the campaign will focus on a diff er-
ent theme involved in development around the world:

January: EUROPE IN THE WORLD

February: EDUCATION

March: WOMEN AND GIRLS

April: HEALTH

May: PEACE AND SECURITY

June:  SUSTAINABLE GREEN GROWTH, 
DECENT JOBS, BUSINESSES

July: CHILDREN AND YOUTH

August: HUMANITARIAN AID

September: DEMOGRAPHY AND MIGRATION 

October: FOOD SECURITY

November:  SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 
AND CLIMATE ACTION 

December: HUMAN RIGHTS AND GOVERNANCE


